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14 March 2024

Mr Thomas Pringle TD
Dail Eireann,

Leinster House,
Kildare Street,

Dublin 2

PQ 10086/24

To ask the Minister for Health the number of people who attended a lung rapid access clinic and the number
who were offered an appointment in each of the relevant hospitals managed by University of Limerick
Hospital Group within ten working days of the date of receipt of a letter of referral from the cancer office, in
each quarter from 2016 to 2023, in tabular form.

Dear Deputy Pringle,

The Health Service Executive has been requested to reply directly to you in the context of the above
Parliamentary Question which you submitted to the Minister for Health for response.

University Hospital Limerick is one of eight Rapid Access Lung Clinics in Ireland that provides diagnosis and
staging for patients with lung cancer and suspected lung cancer.

The Rapid Access Lung Clinic in University Hospital Limerick is a consultant led assessment and diagnostic
service for patients with suspected lung disease or cancer.

Lung cancer accounts for approximately 13% of male and 10% of female cancers diagnosed in Ireland each year.
Early access to specialist clinics for diagnosis of lung cancer is imperative to improving patient outcomes.

UL Hospitals Group is committed to providing care for lung cancer patients in the Mid-West and we continue to
strive to improve our services to ensure that our patients have the best possible outcomes.

As requested, please find attached data in tabular form for the years requested. As you can see, there has been
an increase in the number of patients that attended our clinics and an increase in the number of patients that
received an appointment within ten working days of referral.

| trust this clarifies the position, please contact me if you have any further queries.

CHLUL Cowe~

Professor Colette Cowan
Chief Executive Officer
UL Hospitals Group

University Hospital Limerick is a member of UL Hospitals Group which also comprises; Nenagh Hospital,
- Ennis Hosnital. Croom Orthobaedic Hosnital University Maternitv Hosnital | imerick and St Inhn's Hosnital (valiintan)
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