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Ref. PQ 2075/24
15" February 2024

Deputy Patricia Ryan
Dail Eireann
Dublin 2

Dear Deputy Ryan
| refer to your below parliamentary question which has been forwarded to me for attention.

PQ 2075/24 — To ask the Minister for Health if he will set out the procedures being
taken for efficient effective action to tackle the waiting lists for genetic testing services
at Our Lady's Hospital for Sick Children, Crumlin.

Children’s Health Ireland (CHI) Response:

The Clinical Genetics service, based in Children’s Health Ireland (CHI) at Crumlin, continues
to offer a comprehensive clinical service offering appointments to adults, children, pregnant
patients, and their families.

The steps that have been taken to offer patients safe, efficient and effective care, including
genetic testing services when appropriate, and manage the clinical workload include:

1. Triage of all referrals in accordance with need as follows:
a. urgent to be seen within 2 weeks,
b. semi-urgent to be seen within 13 weeks
c. non-urgent
d. Advice and guidance given by letter minimizing need for a clinic appointment

2. Use of cancer family history questionnaires to help triage effectively and offer
appointments and genetic testing to those that would benefit.

3. Increasing use of Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) meetings to improve safe care and
timeliness — there are now a number of successfully implemented MDT meetings where
clinical cases are discussed (including appropriate genetic testing) with further being
explored. These also have the benefit of upskilling and integrating genomic testing into
mainstream specialties.

4. Re-establishment of peripheral clinics - now offering in Cork, Galway and Limerick thus
enabling access for patients to the clinical genetics service and genetic testing services
closer to home. There is ongoing work to establish at least one clinical genetics clinic in
each Regional Health Area.
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5. Work to ensure no clinic slots are unfilled including offering short notice cancellations and
soon to send reminders by text.

6. Continuing work force planning including looking at new and or innovative roles and
making use of additional hours.

Yours sincerely
gm b\)du

Professor Sean Walsh
Clinical Director
Email: clinicaldirector@olchc.ie
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