Oifig Naisitnta Slainte Béil,
31-33 Sraid Caitriona, Luimneach
p— Teil: 061 464140

E: nationaloralheath@hse.ie

National Oral Health Office
31-33 Catherine Street, Limerick
Tel: 061 464140

Email: nationaloralhealth@hse.ie

22 February 2024

Deputy Sean Fleming
Dail Eireann

Leinster House
Kildare Street

Dublin 2

PQ 55275/23: To ask the Minister for Health the number of old time equivalent dental
surgeons in each of the CHO regions who are currently involved in the public dental
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter

Dear Deputy Fleming,

The Health Service Executive (HSE) has been requested to reply directly to you in the
context of the above Parliamentary Question, which you submitted to the Minister for
response.

The Health Services Executive delivers dental services to children under the age of 16,
provided through 17 Dental Areas, all of which continue to provide routine services. These
services are delivered with a strong preventive ethos in order to minimise the incidence of
dental disease in vulnerable populations. In particular this preventive approach involves the
delivery of personalised oral health promotion for children and people with special care
needs.

Children are seen at ages that correspond with dental developmental milestones to identify
opportunities for timely preventive interventions such as fissure sealants and the need for
restorative treatment, as well as monitoring the eruption of the permanent dentition including
possible orthodontic anomalies requiring referral for HSE orthodontic assessment.

The number of whole time equivalent (WTE) dental surgeons in each of the CHO regions
who are employed by the HSE (at end December 2023) is detailed in the table 1 below.

| trust this information is of assistance to you, but if you require further clarification please do
not hesitate to contact me.

Yours Sincerely,

DeAvneluchSall

Anne O’Neill
Assistant National Director, Oral Health
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Dental Grades - HSE Only CHO 4 CHO 5 CHO 6
4 3

Dental Surgeon, Senior 4 4 5 6 4 4 4
Dental Surgeon, General 12 15 14 32 19 8 20 14 21
Dental Surgeon, Senior Administrative 4 2 3 6 4 3 5 4 3
Dental Surgeon, Principal 6 2 1 3 3 1 2 4 2
Medical & Dental 26 23 25 55 34 28 30 33 35

Table 1: WTE Dental Grades (HSE) December 2023
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